[image: image1.png]keppler€

Real People. Real Stories.

Speech Topics





Stephen Paletta
Philanthropist and Winner of Oprah’s Big Give 

Reclaiming Philanthropy in the 21st Century 

Once Oprah Winfrey opened the envelope announced Stephen Paletta as the winner of her prime time reality TV show, Oprah Winfrey’s Big Give, Paletta would no longer be known as the construction company owner, but as a philanthropist for the rest of his life.  Being awarded $1 million by the queen of day time television with a commitment to give away at least 50% of the money to charity suddenly transformed Paletta into a philanthropist.
Paletta will take you along on that journey — from his experience with Oprah, through some of the moments on the show, and ultimately to redefining the word “philanthropst.”  Paletta’s experience has allowed him to recognize that the greatest philanthropists of the 21st century are not the Gates and the Buffets, but rather the average Joe and Jane on the street, who make a difference every day with their small acts of kindness and generosity. 
Through this presentation, Paletta unwinds the societal myth that “real” philanthropists are people who have millions of dollars to give away. Paletta explains that there is a philanthropist in each and every one of us, no matter how much money we have to give.  He reveals that more than 70% of all the money given in the US does not come from the super rich or corporate foundations; the real giving is done by people like you and me.

In this unique and entertaining presentation, Paletta will bring out the philanthropist in all of us, and will empower each of us to make a difference by giving back a little bit every day.  The world will never be saved by the 1,000 billionaires who have committed through the Gates-Buffet challenge to give half their wealth away before the die. The world will be changed by the millions and billions of everyday people who make a commitment to give back each day.
Changing Corporate Social Responsibility into Corporate Social Action

In this presentation, Stephen Paletta shines a whole new light on the meaning and role of corporate social responsibility (CSR).  Instead of viewing your organization’s philanthropic and charitable endeavors obligatory, Paletta reveals how to utilize philanthropy and charity to connect and engage your employees, customers, and community in your mission.  No longer do profits have to be separated from social good or community engagement. In fact, Paletta will lead you to a whole new way of looking at your CSR programs.

In this day and age, every company must think about what has is labeled as a CSR program.  A company CSR plan is a way for a company to proclaim to the world that they are a caring and giving corporate citizen.  Yet, these CSR programs are very rarely connected to the people who mean the most to the company: their employees and customers.   More than 87% of the consumers surveyed have stated that they are more likely to buy a product from a company that supports a cause they care about than a product produced by a company supporting a charity that has no relevance to their lives.  In addition, employees surveyed have indicated that most corporate workplace giving programs are either disconnected to the causes they care about or feel more like an obligation to keep the boss happy as opposed to a beneficial program in which they can participate.

Paletta will open your eyes to the ever-changing workplace that demands a one-to-connection with your employees and your customers and how your CSR programs must be a part of that connection.  CSR programs are no longer a responsibility, but rather an integral part of any successful company.
Choosing a Life of Significance

Stephen Paletta will take you on a journey that started in the city streets of New York and his family’s contracting business: A life that started with an obsession for success and worldly goods.  His 20-year journey in the business world led him to a number of pivotal moments, when he realized that life was never meant to be about success, but was really designed for significance.

In this engaging presentation, Paletta will define the difference between a life of success and a life of significance:
Success:  When a person chooses to use all of their God-given talents, abilities, resources connections and relationships to benefit themselves.
Significance: When a person chooses to use all of their God-given talents, abilities, resources, connections, and relationships to benefit others.

Paletta will take you on a journey from New York City, to the Jersey Turnpike, to New Orleans and hurricane Katrina, to east Africa and the hills of Rwanda, and finally to Oprah’s Big Give and the moment he receieved $1 million as Oprah’s biggest giver.

Paletta’s message is not about money, fame, or power, but rather about a choice that people have and how they will live their lives.  It is a choice that we should all make with our eyes wide open.  Because a life of success can often be void of any significance, yet a life of significance is usually blessed with success.
Choosing a Life of Significance: How to Change the World over the Next 40 Years
In this interactive presentation, Stephen Paletta takes students on a journey back in time to his childhood in the late 70’s — to a world filled with economic uncertainty, global conflict, energy crisis, and a disparity of resources that made all of society shake their heads and wonder what the next generation would be like.  He then illustrates all of the miraculous developments and advancements that our society has made over the past 30 years:  Technology, entertainment, communication, finance, and transportation.  
However, Paletta points out that despite all of these advancements, at the core of society, nothing much has changed.  We still live in a world filled with economic uncertainty, global conflict, energy crises, and a disparity of resources.  Paletta will reveal how we as a society and as a global community have never taken the time to make the hard decisions to fix the core problems that are faced by mankind everyday.
Paletta concludes the journey with a challenge for the audience: To consider choosing a different path for their lives.  Not a path based solely on success, but rather a path based upon significance.  The selection of our paths determines whether or not, in another 30 years, we are still dealing with the same crisis that has plagued us for generations, or, for the first time in history, will we be able to look back and see that our advancements were more than just technology, or entertainment, or transportation, but that they were significant changes that actually addressed the core challenges of mankind: Our need to live together in community and peace while caring for the world that supplies us with the resources we need to survive.

Life is so much more than success.  Paletta will challenge and empower students to live a life of significance and change the world over the next 40 years.
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