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Philanthropist and Winner of Oprah’s Big Give 
Even before being chosen as "the biggest giver" on Oprah’s Big Give, the reality TV show on philanthropy, Stephen Paletta decided to dedicate his life to helping others. "A few years ago," he says, “Bob Buford challenged me to decide if my life was to be about significance or success.”
In 2004, he found his answer when he traveled to Rwanda — a trip that changed his life. "For the first time, I was really hands-on and connected to the plight of the poor and the Third World," he says. "The images and the people I got to know would not allow me to just go back to work and worry about making my own money."
As a result, Paletta and his family financially adopted and continue to support ten children in Africa. Inspired by his daughters, he created the International Education Exchange (IEE), a nonprofit organization that builds schools and libraries, and trains teachers in Africa. www.educationexchange.org. 

To date, IEE has built 12 classrooms, complete with school supplies and a library filled with books. He has brought dozens of US educators into Rwanda, providing the knowledge and expertise the country desperately needs. IEE has established a national in-school teacher training program that is impacting thousands of teachers. In the six years since the IEE project began, 42 schools have been brought into the program, and more than 125,000 students have been directly impacted. In 2012, the ministry of education in Rwanda is partnering with IEE to roll out the program into all 2,500 primary schools.

Since being awarded $1 million for winning Oprah’s Big Give, Paletta has used his

winnings to found GiveBack, a new enterprise focused on growing philanthropy across the country, www.giveback.org. “GiveBack is dedicated to inspiring, connecting and empowering everyone to be a philanthropist, shining a light on the great work happening in our world,” he explains. Through this organization, Paletta plans to provide a “platform that celebrates the everyday philanthropist in us all” by allowing any person of any background or financial wherewithal to set up their own charitable foundation, a charitable savings account that grows over time. GiveBack’s newest product, GiveBack@work, is a 21st century workplace giving and corporate-matching program that enables any company opportunity to empower and celebrate every staff member’s philanthropic desires.
Paletta holds three US Patents all focused on the pipeline technology industry. His largest business, Pipelining Products Inc., was sold in 2000 to a national pipeline technology company. His last executive position was CEO of Renaissance Integrated Solutions, a technology-based company in the pipeline industry.

“My life has proven to me that success is not the ultimate goal in life. We are all provided just one life and the goal is to serve the world and others well with the time we have, “ he says. “I knew Oprah’s Big Give would inspire others to engage in philanthropy. Through my work in and around philanthropy, www.educationexchange.org and www.giveback.org, l hope to encourage and empower people to get engaged in making a difference and give back to the world around them.”
He graduated from Cornell University where he was an All-American lacrosse player and a

civil engineering major. Later, he worked in his family’s general contracting business before starting his own company in the same industry. Throughout his 20 years in the business world, he was a serial entrepreneur, starting three independent businesses and a few small off shoot ventures. 
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